Suspending tonsillectomy: the effects on primary and secondary acute care in Scotland.
For the first six months of 2001, tonsillectomy operations were effectively suspended in Scotland. This was due to concern regarding the potential transmission of vCJD prions by surgical instruments, and the subsequent gradual introduction of disposable instruments. The number of patients awaiting tonsillectomy therefore increased and theoretically there should have been an increase in the number of tonsillitis episodes in the community, or even in the number of tonsillitis-related complications seen in secondary care. We examined for these effects using available national data sources which record primary and secondary care activity. No increases in the incidences of acute tonsillitis or tonsillitis-related complications were found for this period. The reasons and implications are discussed.